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Welcome to King’s Early Learners. We warmly welcome you to our King’s Baptist Grammar School Community 
where this is the start of your child’s enriching and positive learning journey with us. Family connections are so 
important to us, where we hope to build strong relationships with our families joining the King’s Community. 

King’s Early Learners opened in 2023 and is a place that provides a warm and nurturing learning environment. We 
offer dynamic and inspiring early learning experiences for children aged three to five. Children learn through a 
variety of opportunities and experiences, where they are able to extend their ideas and skills through a hands-on 
and interactive approach both indoors and outdoors. Our caring, experienced and highly-qualified staff work closely 
with each child, enabling them to feel safe, secure and valued. Our children have a Primary Educator that oversees 
the needs and learning of the child and ensures that each child in our centre is nurtured and cared for. We believe 
this is critical for effective learning in the Early Years. We look forward to partnering with our families in this exciting 
start to your child’s learning journey. We continue to be excited by the prospects for the future at King’s. 

Julianna Saunders
Head of School

Welcome
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No way.  
The hundred is 
there.
No way. The hundred is there.   
The child is 
made of one hundred. 
The child 
has a hundred languages 
a hundred hands 
a hundred thoughts 
a hundred ways of thinking 
of playing, of speaking. 

A hundred, always a hundred 
ways of listening, 
of marvelling, of loving 
a hundred joys 
for singing and understanding 
a hundred worlds to discover 
a hundred worlds to invent 
a hundred worlds to dream. 

The child has a hundred languages 
(and a hundred hundred, hundred more) 
but they steal ninety-nine. 
The school and the culture 
separate the head from the body. 
They tell the child: 
to think without hands 
to do without head 
to listen and not to speak 
to understand without joy 
to love and to marvel 
only at Easter and at Christmas. 

They tell the child: 
to discover the world already there 
and of the hundred 
they steal ninety-nine. 
They tell the child: 
that work and play 
reality and fantasy 
science and imagination 
sky and earth 
reason and dream 
are things that do not belong together. 

And thus they tell the child                                             
that the hundred is not there.                                            
The child says:                                             
No way. The hundred is there. 
- Loris Malaguzzi 
(translated by Lella Gandini)
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The early learning 
staff
Our Learning Community Leaders are highly qualified Early Childhood Teachers. 
They bring a depth of experience and a wealth of creative knowledge and talent 
to their role. 

King’s Early Learners teachers’ are supported by a 
group of Diploma and Certificate III co-educators. 

Our Learning Communities will cater for children 
from ages 3 to 5+ years. Children are able to 
commence on their third birthday and stay until 
they transition to school.
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About King’s  
Early Learners
Our Philosophy

Our goal is to create a centre of excellence for children aged three to five years of age. 

Our philosophy outlines the set of beliefs commonly held by our community of 
learners. It defines who we are, what we believe about people, and how we create an 
environment where learning can flourish.

We acknowledge with respect, the unique position of the Peramangk people as the 
traditional owners and custodians of the land upon which King’s Early Learners is built.

• That an environment filled with beauty and order will 
inspire creativity, wonder and curiosity that will aid 
children in expressing who they are and what they are 
learning.

• That parents are the child’s first teacher and that it is a 
privilege to co-share the responsibility of education and 
wellbeing. We believe it ‘takes a village to raise a child’ 
and that our village will be strengthened by timely 
communication.

We believe...

• Children are God’s gift and are all unique, born full 
of potential and ready to be active explorers and 
contributors to society.

• That an environment of loving kindness, nurturing and 
responsive care switches on and releases children’s full 
social, emotional, intellectual and spiritual potential.

• That all human beings are innately curious, powerful to 
express their thoughts and feelings, and actively looking 
to make a positive contribution to the world.

• That children’s emotional intelligence and capabilities 
are strengthened through positive guidance and role 
modelling from peers and adults.

• That all children are innately connected to the natural 
world and free exploration of nature helps to facilitate 
development of their social, emotional, intellectual, 
physical and spiritual capacities. 

• That children are capable of expressing themselves in 
many different languages and it is the job of educators 
to listen and co-construct knowledge in the journey of 
learning.

• That play is the highest form of research and that it is 
the highest expression of human development, of a 
child’s knowledge, and their own soul. 
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What informs our program 
and practice?

Educational program and practice1

Children’s health and safety2

Physical environment3

Staffing arrangements4

Relationships with children5

Collaborative partnerships with families 
and communities6

Governance and Leadership7

The National Quality Standard (NQS)

The NQS has 7 quality areas and within these 
there are 18 standards and 58 elements. Early 
Childhood Centres are assessed against this 
standard.

The National Quality Framework (NQF) 
This framework was introduced by the Australian Government to improve the quality of care for all children in 
Australia. The NQF includes:

• The National Quality Standard (NQS)

• Assessment and Rating Procedure

• Regulations

• The Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority (ACECQA)

Along with the founding Vision of Faith that King’s Baptist Grammar School was 
established on, King’s Early Learners is aligned to the FISHER Principles that inform 
King’s Baptist Grammar School staff and students. This acronym stands for Fairness, 
Integrity, Service, Humility, Excellence, and Respect.  We will encourage the children in 
these principles by aligning what we do according to:
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The program will be developed from the children’s interests and the intentional 
teaching of staff. 

The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) is the Australian Government Framework. This document was 
developed to acknowledge the importance of the early years of life. This is not a prescriptive curriculum but some 
principles, practices & outcomes that are used to guide the development of programming and planning cycles. 
These programs are connected to the children’s individual and group interests, strengths, needs, and are also 
specific to our particular context. Children’s neurological pathways multiply and develop faster in the first five years 
than at any other time. The framework will be used to assist educators to develop quality educational programs. 

The five outcomes are:

1. Children have a strong sense of 
identity

• Children feel safe, secure, and supported

• Children develop their emerging 
autonomy, inter-dependence, resilience 
and sense of agency

• Children develop knowledgeable and 
confident self-identities

• Children learn to interact in relation to 
others with care, empathy and respect

2. Children are connected with and 
contribute to their world

• Children develop a sense of belonging 
to groups and communities, and an 
understanding of reciprocal rights and 
responsibilities necessary for active 
community participation

• Children respond to diversity with respect

• Children become aware of fairness

• Children become socially responsible and 
show respect for the environment 

3. Children have a strong sense of 
wellbeing

• Children become strong in their social and 
emotional wellbeing

• Children take increasing responsibility for 
their own health and physical wellbeing

4. Children are confident and involved 
learners 

• Children develop a disposition for learning 
such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, 
creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, 
persistence, imagination, and reflexivity 

• Children develop a range of skills and 
processes such as problem solving, 
enquiry, experimentation, hypothesising, 
researching, and investigating 

• Children transfer and adapt what they 
have learned from one context to another

• Children resource their own learning 
through connecting with people, place, 
technologies, and natural and processed 
materials

Belonging, being & 
becoming: the early years 
learning framework
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5. Children are effective communicators

• Children interact verbally and non-verbally 
with others for a range of purposes

• Children engage with a range of texts and 
gain meaning from these texts

• Children express ideas and make meaning 
using a range of media

• Children begin to understand symbols and 
pattern systems work

• Children use information and 
communication technologies to access 
information, investigate ideas, and 
represent their thinking

The document can be found at: https://www.
acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-02/
belonging_being_and_becoming_the_early_
years_learning_framework_for_australia.pdf

All children from 3 – 5 years will be involved in 
our education programs and we will also have 
a Playgroup available for children from birth 
to 5 years, who are accompanied by a parent/
guardian, each Monday and Wednesday from 
9:30AM -11:00AM during the school terms. Our 
Playgroup meets in our Central Meeting Place, 
our Art Studio, and have access to the Outdoor 
Learning Environment. The Playgroup program is 
organised and planned in collaboration between 
the ELC Director and the Children and Family 
Ministry Director from King’s Baptist Church.
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Other pedagogical 
influences

• Promote a strong and positive image of 
children, advocating for their rights both as 
citizens and to realise their own potential

• Assist children to accept their responsibilities 
as members of the community 

• Value relationships that promote 
collaboration and communication with and 
between children, parents, and staff

• Provide an environment, the third teacher, 
which will stimulate, challenge and provoke 
children’s thinking

• Reflect the children’s and adults’ interests 
and provide opportunities for different 
learning strengths to be developed and areas 
requiring support to be given appropriate 
attention  

• Encourage children to participate in research 
projects which will provoke them to theorise, 
analyse, reflect, revisit, and interpret

• Provide fun, joyful, and enriching learning 
experiences

• Value children as individuals and group 

• members and be inclusive of differences

The Reggio Emilia-inspired Approach

A major influence will be the documented work of the educators from the city of Reggio 
Emilia in Italy. 

Reggio Emilia has worldwide acclaim and has influenced the work of thousands of 
teachers, educators, and researchers on all continents.  
Its influence is more than the Early Years (birth to 8) of life and has had  
far-reaching impact in all areas of education. 

Due to the Reggio Emilia-inspired approach we will:

• Provide small and large group experiences 
that will provide complex cognitive problems 
for children to solve, enabling persistence 
and motivation to  develop

• Encourage the active participation and 
involvement of parents

• Document the children’s learning experiences 
in order to make their learning visible

• Encourage reflection and research for staff, 
children and parents

In 2012, Carla Rinaldi was an Adelaide Thinker 
in Residence. Carla is the President of Reggio 
Children. If you’d like to explore her South 
Australian Report it can be found at: https://
www.education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/
reimagining-childhood.pdf?acsf_files_redirect

For further information on the Reggio Emilia-
inspired Approach please go to: https://
reggioaustralia.org.au/

King’s Early Learners will include elements of the 
Nature Play movement from Scandinavia and the 
Forest Schools of Scotland, the Inquiry Approach 
to learning, Project-based Learning and Bush 
Kindy. 
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Hours of operation

The ELC is open from 6:30 am until 6:00pm*, 
Monday to Friday, for 50 weeks a year. We will 
be closed for 2-3 weeks over the Christmas/New 
Year period which includes the public holidays. 
Our staff will finish their duties at 6:00pm and we 
ask for your cooperation in ensuring your child is 
picked up prior to this time.

*Subject to change.

Opening hours
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The ELC has an entrance foyer, Central Learning 
Place which includes the eating area, kitchen,  
art studio, gathering place, Learning Community 
space, and toilets specifically designed for the 
children.

The Outdoor Learning Environment has an area 
for vegetable garden beds, fruit trees, and a 
potting shed. There is also a lengthy creek with 
a hand pump at the top, an area that can be 
dammed by a sluice gate, and the creek flows 
down the hillside. The shaded sandpit is on 
the banks of the creek and is next to a large 
raised platform that can used for many role play 

activities depending on the equipment set up in 

that space. It will be shaded by the tree in a few 

seasons time. We have climbing equipment both 

fixed and movable, a metal frame that can be 

woven with large sticks, fabrics, or covered by a 

parachute. 

Facilities
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Parking

Parking is available in front of the main entrance 
to the King’s Baptist Grammar School.

On Arrival 

On arrival, please enter through the entrance 
foyer and sign in at the iPads located at the 
entrance desk. An educator will be available 
to assist you with this process. It is a legal 
requirement that these records are kept and help 
ensure the safety of your child. There will be an 
area for notes, including information if there is a 
change to pick-up times and/or the person who 
will be collecting your child at the end of the day. 

These records are used to ensure all children 
who should be present are accounted for. These 
are also used to help calculate the Child Care 
Subsidy (CCS). To apply for the CCS please register 
online via the Centrelink page at my.gov.au. 
Please ensure you are registered with Centrelink 
and issued with a Customer Reference Number 
(CRN) for yourself and each child attending the 
Early Learning Centre. The Child Care Subsidy 
will be paid directly to King’s Early Learners, as 
your approved child care provider, to reduce the 
fees you pay. Information about the Child Care 
Subsidy for new families is available from the 
Department of Human Services website: https://
www.humanservices.gov.au/individuals/ services/
centrelink/child-care-subsidy.

Sign in

Once you’ve signed in, the children enter.

On entering the ELC Central Meeting Place, make 
contact with the educators present and assist 
your child to locate their bag locker and place 
their water bottle in their room’s trolley which will 
be located outside their Learning Communities 
door. Then you might help them settle to an 
activity, or connect them with an educator, if they 
appear uncertain or unsettled. 

As starting times vary for the children, having a 
relaxed, playful start to their day eases them into 
the ELC before the routines begin. They are able 
to welcome friends as they arrive, share some 
time with families, and play as they choose. 

You are welcome to stay if you wish to ease your 
child into the day, if your time allows. 

We have an Open Door Policy in that you are 
welcome to visit your child in your lunch break or 
if you have time to help out as a volunteer, we can 
discuss these possibilities. 

A day in the ELC
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On Leaving

On leaving, once you have collected your child 
from the educators, and your child has collected 
their belongings, please sign out on the iPads 
in the foyer. Please check for notes on the iPad 
regarding how much sleep was had, if they have 
a wet pack with clothes inside their bag, which 
may need a wash. If their clothes were soiled by 
a toileting mishap, these clothes will be placed 

in a separate bag and placed in a basket on top 
of their bag locker. A tag will be attached to their 
backpack so you are aware that you’ll need to 
collect it.

A typical day will follow a flexible routine however, 
an example is outlined below:

*Subject to change.

6:30 am Centre Opens, children and parents arrive, check-in, and enter the ELC where they are greeted 
by the educators in the Central Meeting Place

9:00 am Home Room Morning Meetings, which will include prayer and reflection time, stories, songs, 
and a reminder of investigations that are happening, followed by inside and/or outside learning 
opportunities

Mid-morning healthy snack prepared by groups of children 

12:30 pm Lunch – children eat their healthy lunches sent from home

Relaxation and rest. Some children will sleep and others will have a quiet rest, or an individual 
or small group activity if they have outgrown the need for a sleep. Sheets and blankets are 
provided by the ELC and washed daily

Learning activities continue

2:30 pm Afternoon tea – prepared by groups of children. This will include cooking

3:00 pm Pack-up routines for children so that those leaving at the end of a typical school day are ready. 
Children will be actively involved in re-setting the spaces and putting outdoor equipment 
away. Learning Communities will meet to read stories, reflect upon and recount the learning 
experienced, singing, and saying goodbye to children who are going home

Children who are staying later will meet together in the Central Meeting Place and continue 
inside and outside activities until the ELC closes. This time may include a late snack for those 
staying quite late and in need of some food to get them through until dinner

6:00pm Centre closes

*
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Proof of identity will be sought if this person is not 
familiar to ELC staff. Children will not be released 
into the care of an older sibling who is under the 
age of 16.

If a situation occurs where someone else is going 
to collect your child, please notify the ELC so that 
this is communicated clearly and everyone knows 
what is happening.

Who may 
collect  
my child?

• A King’s Early Learners hat

• Set of spare clothes, particularly spare 
underwear, socks, pants, skirts, or leggings  

• Water bottle

• Lunch box or Lunch bag

Please ensure that ALL items are clearly labelled 
and that the water bottle and lunch box are the 
type that your child can easily open. 

What to 
bring?

Children will only be released into the 
care of a person who is the nominated 
contact on the enrolment form. 

Packed into a small backpack that your 
child is able to carry would be:
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Please pack as much fresh and unprocessed food, with as minimal packaging as 
possible. Fresh food is best from a nutritional point of view and reducing waste to 
landfill is also an environmental consideration. 

Children will not be forced to eat their food but 
will be encouraged to do so. All leftover lunches 
will be sent home so that you are aware of how 
much lunch was eaten. Due to the prevalence 
of specific food allergies amongst the children, 
sharing of lunches will not be permitted.

All snacks will be prepared by the children and 
educators. Morning and afternoon snacks will 
include items such as fruit, vegetables, yoghurt, 
cheese & biscuits, and some cooking.

Food

The children who are cooking will prepare foods 
such as mini-muffins, slices, biscuits, pikelets, and 
the like.

Children with food allergies will be catered for 
by having particular recipes that meet the needs 
of those children. This way they can be actively 
included.
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Before it is time to commence at the ELC, there are a few possibilities 
for you to consider:

• Come to Orientation/Transition meetings with the 
Director and then the Learning Community Leader. 
This will be an opportunity for you to ask questions and 
meet the key people who your child will interact with 
on a day to day basis.

• Discuss the daily routines at the ELC. 

• Practise skills at home such as opening their lunch box 
and drink bottle. 

• Speak positively about all of the wonderful things they 
are able to explore at the ELC. Try not to focus on how 
much you’ll miss them.

• Introduce them to other children and coming along to 
the Playgroup might be one way to meet others who 
are joining the ELC.

• Practise leaving them. This may sound strange but, if 
they’ve always been with you, leaving them at the ELC 
will feel uncomfortable for both you and your child. 
A little play-date for even half an hour or an hour 
encourages independence and arms them with the 
knowledge that you’ll come back for them soon.

• Show your child staff photos. Once our staff photos are 
available, you’ll be able to show your child photos of 

the staff they will be in contact with. 

• Read stories about children starting at school or pre-
school. Try your local library to find some helpful ones. 

• Chat about any worries or anxieties they may be feeling 
and try not to share your nervousness about starting.

How can I prepare  
my child?
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There are formal and informal procedures designed to keep you informed on your 
child’s learning and development. These include:

• Informal conversations and discussions

• Portfolios of work and teacher observations of their 
learning. These will be available, over time, both in hard 
copy and with some learning stories going into a digital 
portfolio. 

• Parent/Teacher conferences

• There will be a formal report that follows the School 
reporting cycle

We will have Reception Buddies who will come for a play and a visit and  
we will visit them too. 

These children will work with us on an 
Environmental Project related to revegetating the 
appropriate indigenous plants. This is related to 
the Environmental and Sustainability focus for 
the ELC and connects to the Sustainability and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and 
Cultures Cross-Curriculum Priorities for the Big 
School students.  If the Cross-Curriculum Priorities 
is of interest to you please follow this link: https://
www.acara.edu. au/curriculum/foundation-
year-10/cross-curriculum-priorities.

On the appropriate occasions we will join the 
School for Chapel Services and Assemblies. We 
may also join them, or share, an incursion such as 
a performance or visiting animals. 

How do I gain feedback  
on my child?

Connection to the wider 
King’s community
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King’s Early Learners has some 
compulsory and some optional uniform 
elements. All items pictured are available 
in the King’s Uniform Shop.  
Please ensure ALL items are labelled 
clearly with your child’s name.
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Uniform 

Uniform items:

• King’s Early Learners fleece Jumper

• King’s Early Learners polo top

• King’s Early Learners rugby top

• King’s Early Learners maroon bucket hat

• King’s Early Learners green track pants or shorts 
with emblem

• King’s stripe socks 

For safety reasons, including choking and the risk of 
damage or loss, jewellery is not permitted as part of 
the uniform. The exception being studs or sleepers for 
children with pierced ears. These must be plain so as to 
align with the School.
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There are a number of policies and procedures that have been developed. These are 
reviewed and updated regularly to comply with the National Law and Regulations 
concerning Early Childhood Education. 

A hard copy of these policies is available in the 
King’s Early Learners foyer. Please familiarise 
yourself with these policies and procedures and 
if you have questions please ask the ELC Director 
for clarification or to make suggestions for 
consideration.

A few of these policies include such wide-ranging 
areas as:

• Child Safe Environments

• Continuity of Education and Care

• Bush Kindy

• Health, Hygiene and Safe Food

• Food, Nutrition, and Beverage 

• Education, Curriculum, and Learning 

• Emergency Management and Evacuation

• Environmental Sustainability

• Excursions

• Grievances

• Incident, Injury, Trauma and Illness

• Infectious Diseases

• Medical conditions

• Privacy and Confidentiality

• Work Health and Safety

Enrolment Withdrawal Policy

One full term’s notice is required in writing to conclude/withdraw my child/ren’s enrolment. A failure to satisfy this 
requirement will result in the liability for one term’s fees.  Parents will also be responsible to pay all costs associated 
with the collection of overdue accounts.

Policies and procedures

ELC Attendance

Your child will be enrolled in the King’s ELC on your chosen days for 50 weeks of the year, from 8:30am-3:30pm. If 
you require long day care, the Centre is open from 7:15am-5:30pm, Monday-Friday.

The ELC will close for two weeks over the Christmas and New Year period.  Fees only apply to your allocated days in 
the school holidays (whether your child attends on those days or not), but are not charged for the two weeks the 
centre is closed over the Christmas break or for any public holidays.
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The South Australian Department for Health and Wellbeing introduced changes to the 
South Australian Public Health Act 2011. These changes were implemented on 7 August 
2020 and are known as the No Jab No Play Policy. 

Immunisation 
requirements

The Act states: 

• An early childhood service must not enrol a child if all immunisation requirements are not met 

• A child cannot attend an early childhood service if all immunisation requirements are not met 

• Early childhood services must keep a current copy of an approved immunisation record for each child enrolled 
in, or attending that service 

• Approved immunisation records must be supplied by parents/guardians to the early childhood service at 
specified times 

Therefore, parents are asked to provide regular up to date Medicare Immunisation History Statements.  
These can be easily accessed through myGov accounts or from Medicare.  
Please send copies to Juliana.Saunders@kingsbaptist.sa.edu.au



41 Bollen Road

Mt Barker SA 5251

P: (08) 7093 0400

E: adminhills@kingsbaptist.sa.edu.au 

E: enrolmentshills@kingsbaptist.sa.edu.au

W: kingsbaptist.sa.edu.au


